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Compounding pharmacies have been a hot topic in both the 
human and the equine medical world in recent years. From 
meningitis in people caused by fungal contamination of 
compounded steroids in New Jersey to the death of polo 
ponies in Florida caused by 
an overdose of selenium in a 
compounded medication, 
we are all aware of the 
dangers associated with 
compounding. Realizing the 
necessity of compounding to 
equine veterinary practice, 
but also realizing the risks, 
the AAEP has been a leader 
in promoting the legal, 
ethical and safe use of 
compounded medications.

Through publications and 
presentations at the Annual 
Convention, the AAEP has 
sought to educate its 
members on the correct use 
of compounding. In addition to providing excellent informa-
tion on the proper use of compounding, the AAEP has 
encouraged high standards for compounding pharmacies by 
limiting the opportunity to exhibit at the Annual Convention 
Trade Show to pharmacies that have achieved accreditation 
from the Pharmacy Compounding Accreditation Board 
(PCAB). PCAB-accredited pharmacies have gone the extra 
mile to demonstrate that they comply with nationally 
accepted quality control, quality assurance and quality 
improvement standards, assuring that the patient receives a 
quality medication. 

Dr. Scott Stanley presented an excellent paper at the 2010 
Annual Convention in which he acknowledged that “com-
pounding pharmacies are a necessary and beneficial 
component of veterinary practice.” Every practitioner has 
encountered medical conditions in which he or she has had 
the need for a compounded medication. These situations 
occur when a drug is not available in the veterinary market, 
is no longer commercially available or must be reformulated 
into a suitable dosage form. 

It is incumbent upon the practitioner to decide when it is 
safe, legal and ethical to use a compounded medication. The 
veterinarian who prescribes the drug is responsible for the 
safety and efficacy of the medication. This is a responsibility 
that should not be taken lightly. 

There is a serious problem in veterinary medicine with the 
compounding of “pirated” drugs, which are medications 
for which there is an available FDA-approved product. 

The most common reason for prescribing these drugs is 
cost, which is never a legitimate reason to compound. Not 
only is it illegal to compound or prescribe a pirated drug, 
but it is unfair to the pharmaceutical companies who have 
gone to great expense to develop the drug and bring it to 
market. In addition to being illegal and unfair, it is not 
providing the best medication for the patient as numerous 
studies have shown that pirated drugs quite often do not 

contain the correct concentra-
tion of the effective medication. 
Three of the commonly pirated 
drugs are omeprazole, pergolide 
and deslorelin, which mimic  
the FDA-approved drugs, 
Gastro-Gard, Prascend and 
Sucro-Mate, respectively.

Veterinarians who prescribe these 
illegal products are putting 

themselves at 
risk of censure 
or losing their 
license to 
practice 
veterinary 
medicine. 
Veterinarians 
spend years of 
hard work in 
training to 
receive their 
veterinary 
degree, not to 
mention 
making a very 
significant 
financial 

investment in their education. Clients may pressure their 
practitioner to prescribe a pirated product because it is much 
less expensive than the FDA-approved drug, but no client is 
worth the veterinarian losing his or her license to practice 
veterinary medicine. 

Equine veterinarians should be proud that the AAEP has 
taken a strong stand for the safe, ethical and legal use of 
compounded medications. This position is in perfect 
alignment with AAEP’s mission “to improve the health and 
welfare of the horse, to further the professional development 
of its members, and to provide resources and leadership for 
the benefit of the equine industry.”

Dr. Riddle is a partner at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital 
in Lexington, Ky., and a member of the AAEP’s Professional 
Conduct and Ethics Committee.
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